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Conserving is believing.
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The Reliable Renewable is a trademark of 
WaterFurnace International, Inc.

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 26% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT THROUGH 2022

visit us at waterfurnace.com

Geothermal is leading the effort to provide a heating and 
cooling source that preserves earth’s resources.
Fossil fuels used in gas furnaces are in limited supply and endanger the environment. Geothermal 

is the greener alternative. The Department of Energy considers it a “vital, clean energy resource” 

that “emits little or no greenhouse gas—all while requiring a small environmental footprint to 

develop.1” WaterFurnace geothermal units use earth’s natural underground heat to keep your 

home comfortable, the sustainable way.

Geothermal is the only renewable that provides reliable operation 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 365 days a year.
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On the cover: 
Oakdale Electric Cooperative 

Journeyman Lineman  
Tommy Liddane helps us 
salute our lineworkers for 
Lineworker Appreciation  

Day on April 11. Photo courtesy 
of Deana Protz, Oakdale Electric 

Cooperative
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WE SALUTE 
OUR LINEWORKERS

We’ve talked about it on our pages many times 
before, but here’s a refresher: Cooperatives are 
governed by the Seven Cooperative Principles. These 
principles are at the heart of everything we do.

On page 13, we take a look at a lineworker 
training program at Southwest Technical College in 
Fennimore. Not one but two of the principles can 
be found in action. The Fifth Cooperative Principle 
concerns education, training, and information. 
Cooperatives make sure their employees, boards, and 
members know everything they need to know for the 
cooperative to run e�  ciently.

The story also touches on the Sixth Principle of 
Cooperation Among Cooperatives. Oakdale Electric 
Cooperative contributed some materials to develop 
the skills and expertise of lineworkers trained in the 
program, whether they work at Oakdale or another 
co-op. 

Yet another example of the Sixth Principle: A March 
storm knocked out power at several cooperatives, and 
line crews from other co-ops came to aid the a� ected 
co-ops. No doubt, lineworkers have demanding jobs 
that have to be done under challenging conditions. 
Yet, they work together when necessary and 
share their skills and equipment to help keep rural 
Wisconsin’s lights on. We salute our lineworkers this 

and every April!

Dana Kelroy
Editor

Winning our March kitchen kit is 
Price Electric Cooperative member 
Rick Candos. He found the hidden 
globe on, “page 21, top left picture, 

in the dark green rim of the bowl. I’m 
new to the area and I really like the 

way information is laid out in WECN, 
making everyone aware of things 

going on, and how and why they are 
done this way. It just feels friendly!” 

This month we challenge readers 
to � nd this lineworker’s hard hat, 

as part of our salute to lineworkers. 
Remember that the symbol 

can be anywhere and any size. 
One randomly selected winner 
will receive a Wisconsin Energy 
Cooperative News kitchen kit. 

One entry per household, please. 
Send entries by April 18.

HIDDEN OBJECT    
GAME  

SYMBOL 
SEARCH

Good luck!

Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News

WE SALUTE 

4

Enter via the “Symbol Search” 
link on the homepage of 

wecnmagazine.com.

You can also enter by mail 
(don’t forget to include the name of your cooperative): 

SYMBOL SEARCH 
WECA

222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680, 
Madison, WI 53703
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14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. RCK424-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com

• Full tang 4 ¼” stainless steel blade, 9” overall length • Genuine horn, wood and bone handle • Polished brass guard and spacers • Includes leather sheath  

Stauer®

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™

Rating of A+*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

Not shown 
actual size.

You are a man of the wilderness. The only plan you have is to walk up 
that mountain until you feel like stopping. You tell your friends that 

it’s nothing personal, but this weekend belongs to you.
You’ve come prepared with your River Canyon Bowie Knife sheathed 
at your side. This hand-forged, unique knife comes shaving sharp with 
a perfectly fitted hand-tooled sheath. The broad stainless steel blade 
shines in harmony with the stunning striped horn, wood and bone 
handle. When you feel the heft of the knife in your hand, you know that 
you’re ready for whatever nature throws at you.  
This knife boasts a full tang blade, meaning 
the blade doesn’t stop at the handle, it runs 
the full length of the knife. According to 
Gear Patrol, a full tang blade is key, saying 
“A full tang lends structural strength to the 
knife, allowing for better leverage ...think one 
long steel beam versus two.”
With our limited edition River Canyon 
Bowie Knife you’re getting the best in 
21st-century construction with a classic look 
inspired by legendary American pioneers. 
What you won’t get is the trumped up price 
tag. We know a thing or two about the 
hunt–– like how to seek out and capture an 
outstanding, collector’s-quality knife that 
won’t cut into your bank account.  
This quintessential knife can be yours to use 
out in the field or to display as the art piece it truly is. But 
don’t wait. A knife of this caliber typically cost hundreds. 
Priced at an amazing $49, we can’t guarantee this knife will 
stick around for long. So call today!
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the knife in your 
hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If you 
don’t feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within 60 
days for a complete refund of the sale price. But we believe that 
once you wrap your fingers around the River Canyon’s handle, 
you’ll be ready to carve your own niche into the wild frontier. 

When it’s you against nature, there’s only one tool you need: 
the stainless steel River Canyon Bowie Knife—now ONLY $49!

How to Be Cut Off From Civilization

BONUS! Call today and you’ll 
also receive this genuine 
leather sheath!

What customers are saying 
about Stauer knives...

“First off, the shipping was fast 
and the quality is beyond what 
I paid for the knife. Overall I 
am a satisfied customer!”
— D., Houston, Texas

River Canyon Bowie Knife  $79*  

      Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P  Save $30

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: RCK424-01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

TAKE 38%
OFF INSTANTLY!

When you use your INSIDER 
OFFER CODE
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NEWS BRIEFS

Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News

has developed the “Site Renewables 
Right” online tool that it says identifies 
land where wind and solar energy can 
be developed with the least impact on 
sensitive habitats. The group said by  
analyzing wildlife habitat and land  
use data, it identified 1.8 million  
useable acres in Wisconsin (about 5 per-
cent of total land) that would have  
minimal impact. 

Rather than showing the most eligible 
areas, the tool identifies which spaces 
should be avoided. The mapping shows 
most of the northern half of Wisconsin 
and a wide swath on both sides of the 
Mississippi River as areas not optimal 
for renewable development.

 
In Memory: Clyde Shipman 
1933-2022 

Clyde Shipman, a 
longtime Chippewa 
Valley Electric  
Cooperative direc-
tor, passed away at 
Mayo Clinic Health 
System in Eau 
Claire on February 

9. He was 88. Shipman served on the 
board for nearly 26 years, including 
many years as secretary-treasurer. He is 
remembered as a strong supporter of the 
co-op, WECA, and his community as 
a whole and will be greatly missed by 
those who knew him. 

Born in New Auburn, Shipman 
served in the Air Force for 20 years, 
retiring as a Master Sergeant. He was a 
farmer for 20 years and also worked for 
several agriculture-based businesses.  

He was preceded in death by his 
wife of 63 years, Marian, who passed 
away in 2019. Shipman is survived by 
their five sons, 19 grandchildren, 18 
great-grandchildren, and many other 
family members and friends. 

Services are planned for April 21–22, 
2022, in Bloomer and Spooner.

 

Assistance for Mortgage, 
Utility Bills     
Wisconsin’s $92 million Help for 
Homeowners Program will provide 
financial assistance for mortgage pay-
ments, property tax bills, utility and 
internet bills for people who have  
experienced financial hardship due to 
the pandemic.

Homeowners who have experienced 
a “qualified financial hardship” since 
January 21, 2020, and earn a household 
income at or below 100 percent of the 
area median income (basically any-
thing at or below average income in the 
area) are eligible to apply. Homeowners 
without a mortgage who meet income 
requirements may also be eligible for 
assistance to pay bills.

There is also still time to apply for 
utility assistance under the WIHEAP 
program. Residents can call  
800-506-5596 or go to Energybenefit.
wi.gov. The deadline to apply is May 15. 
Those facing disconnection can apply 
for crisis funds through September 1, 
2022. See more information on page 19.

 
Dairyland to Explore  
Nuclear Technology 
Dairyland Power Cooperative an-
nounced it has entered into a partner-
ship to explore nuclear technology, 
which would support both the  
renewable energy transition and energy 
independence. 

Dairyland has entered into an agree-
ment with NuScale to explore the de-
ployment of NuScale’s advanced small 
modular reactor technology. According 
to the memorandum of understanding, 
the two will collaborate to evaluate the 
potential deployment of the nuclear 
technology and support Dairyland’s  
due diligence process in evaluating  
affordable, reliable, and carbon-free  
energy solutions.

“Dairyland is examining carbon-free 
power supply technologies including 
NuScale’s small modular reactor nuc-
lear plants,” said Brent Ridge, Dairyland 
president and CEO. “This agreement 
provides Dairyland an opportunity to 
explore this technology and evaluate 
whether it might be a viable long-term 
alternative to provide our members with 
safe, reliable, and cost-effective  
electricity in a lower carbon future.”

Nuclear energy production emits 
no greenhouse gases and its expansion 
has bipartisan support as one pathway 
to reaching emissions-cutting goals to 
combat climate change.

 
Eau Claire Energy Selects 
Obrycki as Next CEO 

The Board of Direc-
tors of Eau Claire 
Energy Cooperative 
has announced the 
appointment of 
Monica Obrycki as 
the co-op’s next chief 
executive officer. She 
will succeed Lynn 

Thompson, who is retiring in May after 
serving as CEO since 2009.

Obrycki joined the senior man-
agement team of Eau Claire Energy 
Cooperative more than nine years ago, 
serving as chief administrative officer 
overseeing marketing, communica-
tions, human resources, and member 
services. She holds a BA in Business 
Management and is a recent graduate of 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Management Internship Program.
 
Tool Identifies Solar and 
Wind Affected Areas
A new tool aims to alleviate renewable 
development conflicts by identifying 
which areas would be hardest on wild-
life habitat. The Nature Conservancy 

6
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For years, the millions of Americans with mobility 
issues had a choice when it came to wheelchairs: 
convenience or comfort.  Wheelchairs have been 
around since the 17th century, but there have not been 
signi� cant improvements to their design . . . until now.  

� anks to the So Lite™ Wheelchair, individuals with 
mobility challenges and their caregivers no longer need 
to choose between wheelchairs that are comfortable 
and those that can be easily transported.  � e frame is 
cra� ed using magnesium, known for its combination of 
light weight and strength.  � is has resulted in a chair 
frame that weighs only 16.5 pounds, but can easily 
handle a person weighing as much as 250 pounds.  � is 
lesser weight makes it easier to maneuver, whether by 
the person sitting in it or the person pushing it.  � e 
seat and the back feature comfortable yet durable 
cushions that can be removed easily for cleaning.  � e 
rear wheels, footrests and anti-tippers all feature easy 
quick-release, no-tool removal.  � e backrest folds for 
convenient storage in a closet, underneath a bed or 
in a car trunk, and the armrests � ip back, so you can 
roll up close to a desk or table.  � e tires feature � at-
free design and do not require maintenance, and there 
is a dual braking system featuring manual locks and 

handbrakes.  
Why spend another 
day struggling?  Call 

now and a helpful, 
knowledgeable 

product expert 
will answer 

any questions you have.  � e So Lite™ Wheelchair comes 
with a one-year manufacturer’s warranty and our 
exclusive home trial.  We’ll even give you FREE back 
and seat cushions.  Don’t wait . . . Call now.  

Why So Lite™ is better:
• Chair frame weighs only 16.5 pounds
• Frame crafted using magnesium for light weight and 

strength
• Easy quick-release rear wheels, footrests and anti-tippers
• Flip-back armrests for the ability to roll up close to a desk 

or table
• Folds for convenient transportation and storage
• Dual braking system featuring manual locks and 

handbrakes
• FREE stylish and comfortable back and seat cushions

ALL NEW mobility technology

Introducing the world’s lightest wheelchair 
with all of these safety features
� e revolutionary portable wheelchair 
with dozens of standard features

Available in Black (shown), White or Blue © 2021 Journey Health and Lifestyle 85
61

4

So Lite™ Wheelchair   
Call toll-free now  1-888-664-0983   

Please mention code 116685 when ordering.

NEW
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ACT LOCALLY, THINK GLOBALLY

Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News

In the March issue, our feature story “Powering Through 
the Potential Perfect Storm” focused on your local utility’s 
ability to keep the lights on despite significant supply 

chain disruptions. After experiencing firsthand supply chain 
challenges in my local town government, I wanted to use this 
column to bring awareness to the vulnerabilities we 
face as a state and nation. 

It hit home for me recently when it took 32 days 
to get parts and have our town’s snowplow ser-
viced for a repair that would typically have taken 
only days. This is all before the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. Not only is the entire world watching a dev-
astating humanitarian crisis unfold, but we are also 
seeing markets affected everywhere, especially as it 
relates to energy. Higher gasoline and diesel prices 
will follow as major energy disruptions occur and the 
U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserves are tapped. But I 
believe there is another imminent threat at our doorstep. 

China is watching very closely how the United States 
and the rest of the free world are responding to the invasion 
of Ukraine as it considers its own desire to take control of 
Taiwan. Why should we care about China’s posture towards 
Taiwan? In 1979 the United States passed the Taiwan 
Relations Act to help maintain peace, security, and stability 
in the Western Pacific and promote the U.S.’s foreign policy 
by authorizing the continuation of commercial, cultural, and 
other relations between our country and the people of Taiwan. 
Provisions of the Act say we are to provide Taiwan with arms 
of a defensive character. 

In 1998 I witnessed firsthand the defensive response to a 
military alert about an impending attack from mainland China. 
Serving as an election observer in Taipei’s mayoral election, 
our delegation was not allowed to leave our plane when 
Taiwan’s air force scrambled about 140 F-16 fighter jets. The 
attack never materialized, but I saw the fighter jets take off, 
which made my heart beat a lot faster. Much to China’s indig-
nation, our country continues to provide defensive weapons 
to Taiwan. So, how might China react if we were drawn into 

Steve Freese
President and CEO

a major Taiwan/China conflict? I will use two examples that 
affect virtually every American in their daily life. 

The first is pharmaceutical supply chains. Janet 
Woodcock, FDA’s director of the Center for Drug 
Evaluation and Research, said in testimony to Con-
gress in 2019 that the U.S. is the world leader in drug 
discovery and development. But we are no longer at 
the forefront of drug manufacturing. She shared that 
of all active pharmaceutical ingredients made, the 
actual drugs formulated into our medications, only 
28 percent of the manufacturing facilities are in our 
country. The remaining 72 percent are manufactured 
overseas, with 13 percent in China alone. So, could 

China use lifesaving pharmaceuticals as a sanction target 
against us for supporting Taiwan? 

Secondly, many of us have experienced how hard it’s been 
to buy a new car or truck, a smartphone, computer, or any 
device that needs a computer chip. Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Co. (TSMC) and Samsung Electronics Co. 
are responsible for making the vast majority of the world’s 
computer chips. TSMC, with 25% of its business coming from 
Apple, also manufactures for chip designers and semiconduc-
tor firms, which supply major makers of consumer electronics 
and automobiles. An emboldened China threatening to invade 
Taiwan instantly becomes a national security risk as our unin-
hibited supply chain of chips would now come into question. 
Any conflict between Taiwan and China will almost certainly 
result in all auto and truck manufacturing coming to a halt 
without a supply of chips. 

Our reliance on the production of critical medicines and 
products outside of the United States could be our Achilles 
heel. Bringing production back home is in the best interest of 
our citizens and our national security. It is time for us to act 
locally and think globally.

MESSAGE from the CEO

8

Steve Freese (far right) and the rest of the American delegation 
served as election observers in the 1998 Taipei mayoral election 
of Mayor Elect Ma Ying-Jeou (fourth from left) who served as 
mayor from 1998-2006.
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1.  What is the con-
dition of the electri-
cal panel and wiring 
throughout the home? 

A panel upgrade or rewiring 
can be a costly endeavor. An older 
panel and wiring aren’t ineffi cient, 
but they can delay or make some 
energy-effi ciency projects more 
expensive. In several homes I have 
worked on, older wiring had to be 
replaced before insulation could 
be added. 

Make sure the panel can 
accommodate any new appliances 
you might want to add, such as 
air conditioning or an electric 
vehicle charger. 

2.  How old is the 
HVAC system, and how 
e�  cient is it? Has it 
been maintained? 

The typical lifespan of an 
HVAC system is 15 to 25 years. 
As the largest energy user and 
often the most expensive equip-
ment in the home, 
you will want to 
know the energy, 
maintenance, 
and replacement 
costs. If the 
HVAC system is 
old, consider the 
cost for a 
replacement. 

3.  How old is the 
water heater? 

The lifespan of a storage water 
heater is about 10 years. The cost 
to replace a water heater ranges 
from $400 to $3,600, depending 
on the unit type and installation 
costs. If an older water heater is 
in a fi nished space or on a second 

fl oor, 
replace it 
before it 
fails and 
potential-
ly causes 
water 
damage. 

Q: I’m planning to buy 
a new home this year, 

and I want to know how 
e�  cient it is. What 

questions should I ask 
my home inspector? 

A:  Many factors go into buying a home. For most people, energy 
effi ciency does not top the list, and unfortunately, houses don’t typically 
come with energy effi ciency ratings. 

It can be diffi cult for a buyer to know how effi cient a home is when 
viewing the listing online or taking a tour. But your home inspector can 
help you identify potential energy costs and energy-effi ciency upgrades. 

Some homes may already be effi cient, while other homes may need 
improvements. Buying an ineffi cient home can lead to unexpectedly high 
energy bills down the road, so you will want to know what you’re getting 
into and can afford the energy costs once you get the keys. 

FEATURE

Q U E S T I O N S 
TO ASK YOUR 
HOME INSPECTOR

Here are � ve questions to ask your home inspector:

5
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5.  Are there any extras 
in this home that will 
increase my utility bills?

Any motors in the home or on 
the property should be assessed, 
including pumps for wells and 
septic systems. When it comes to 
extras, remember life’s luxuries 
aren’t free. You will want to be 
able to afford the cost of operating 
amenities, such as pools, hot tubs, 
and saunas.

Additional  
considerations

You can request the home’s 
utility bills for the previous two 
years from the seller or realtor. 
Your bill will not be the same  
due to your personal energy habits, 
but this information will give  
you an estimate of the home’s 
energy costs. 

Electric rates vary across the 
country. If you are moving to a 
new city, be sure to check the rates 
at the local electric utility.

When buying a home that 
checks all your boxes, ask your 
home inspector the right efficien-
cy questions. Understanding the 
condition of appliances, features, 
and building materials can save 
you from hidden surprises in your 
home and on your first utility bills.
Miranda Boutelle writes on energy 
efficiency topics for NRECA, the 
national trade association rep-
resenting more than 900 local 
electric cooperatives.

4.  What are the levels 
and conditions of  
insulation in the attic, 
walls, and floor? 

Insulation is one of the easiest 
and most beneficial energy- 
efficiency upgrades you can make. 
It isn’t as pretty as new counter-
tops, but it can make a home more 
comfortable, waste less energy, and 
reduce outdoor noise. 

To cut down on drafts and make 
insulation more effective, air seal 
before insulating. Seal cracks, 
gaps, or holes in the walls, floors, 
ceiling, and framing between heat-
ed and unheated spaces. 

If your new home needs insu-
lation and air sealing, make this 
your efficiency priority. The sooner 
you do it, the more energy you will 
save over time. Recommended 
insulation levels vary by location. 
You can find information about 
insulation and air sealing at www.
energy.gov. 

As it’s the largest energy user and often the most expensive equipment in the home, you’ll want to know the age and efficiency 
of the home’s HVAC system. Ask your home inspector if the electrical panel can accommodate new appliances you might want to 
add, such as air conditioning or an electric vehicle charger. Photos courtesy of Mark Gilliland, Pioneer Utility Resources
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DREAM JOBS 
COME TRUE

H E L P I N G 
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FEATURE

Hunter Fortney had his heart set on a 
career as a lineworker. He was ready 
to do whatever it took to make that 

happen, even if it meant he had to move away 
from his hometown of Gays Mills for a while. 
He was 20 years old in 2017 when he put his 
dream in motion and enrolled in a nine-month 
course at Southwest Wisconsin Technical 
College in Fennimore.

“The general education coming from 
Southwest Tech was very 
benefi cial because I got 
my feet wet in the trade, 
and I was able to use that 
in my apprenticeship,” 
Fortney said. “It was very 
benefi cial for me. I wasn’t 
just starting from scratch. I 
had a great baseline.”

Fortney is one of about 
400 students who have gone through the 
program since it started in 2011. Joe Randall 
is a former lineman and the lead Electrical 
Power Distribution instructor for the program. 
He keeps in contact with most of his students, 
including Fortney, after they complete the 
rigorous nine-month course.

“It’s pretty hard,” Randall says. “We climb 
poles, we string lines, we use shovels and 

Hunter Fortney

Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News
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DRstumpgrinder.com  

•  Grind away stumps fast

•  Tungsten carbide-tipped teeth

•  Rotary head takes 360 “bites” 
per second

•  Self-propelled available 

Make Stumps Disappear! 

DR® Stump Grinder

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

 Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

transformers, junction boxes, 
etc. Students got to work almost 
immediately, learning how to put 
powerlines in the ground.

“It helps us train our students in 
that actual type of world because 
more and more things are going in 
the ground now and not up in the air,” 

heavy machinery a lot. We’re out in 
the mud, we’re out in the cold, we’re 
out in the rain; it’s just like you’re 
working on the job.”

And for students like Fortney, that 
hands-on learning is key. “I’m a very 
visual learner. I can read, read, read, 
and still not gain as much knowledge 
as when I’m actually doing the work. 
Hands-on training is critical.”

But real-life training requires actual 
equipment, and that can be expensive 
and hard to come by, especially now 
with the added challenge of supply 
chain issues. So to help ensure the 
program has what it needs, Randy 
Larson, MEUW electric utility 
safety & training coordinator and 
journeyman lineman, put out the call 
for donations. Some municipal utilities 
and electric cooperatives, including 
Oakdale Electric Cooperative, stepped 
up and pitched in. Larson delivered 
cables, transformers, pad-mounted 

Oconto Electric Cooperative Apprentice Lineman Jake Baldwin demonstrates plowing 
in the underground cable. At this location, the cooperative was transitioning from over-
head to underground powerlines. Photo courtesy Katie Jagiello, Oconto Electric Cooperative

The Pros  
and Cons of OVERHEAD AND UNDERGROUND POWER LINES

OVERHEAD UNDERGROUND
PROS: 
• Less susceptible to  
   vehicle collisions
• Not impacted by trees,  
   wind, ice and snow

• Less vulnerable to blinks caused by 
animals

CONS: 
• More expensive to build and repair
• Susceptible to flooding
• Difficult to locate faults/damage
• Vulnerable to damage from digging 

PROS: 
• Less expensive to build  
   and repair
• Easier to spot faults/damage
• Can be built on any terrain

CONS: 
• Susceptible to wind, ice and snow
• More vulnerable to damage from trees  

and vegetation 
• More vulnerable to blinks caused by animals
• Susceptible to damage from  

vehicle collisions
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Randall said. “And it’s hard to buy these 
things because it’s really pricey and very 
hard to get right now. The things we got 
were not brand new, but they don’t need to 
be. They served our purpose perfectly.”

“It’s so important to support training 
programs like this one, because they are 
laying the foundation for our workforce of 
the future,” said Oakdale General Manager 
and CEO Chris Tackmann. “Equipment 
that is older or unusable to us is still very 
valuable to them, and we are happy to help.”

“These donations support the 
underground distribution power field 
program, which is a great addition to any 
sort of underground utility training for 
utilities such as cable, fiber, and electric,” 
Larson said.

As thankful as Randall is for what 
they’ve received, there is still more they 
need. “We could use anything that deals with 
three-phase metering, three-phase services, 
three-phase power, secondary services. That 
would all be very helpful,” he said. “But 
we appreciate it all. This cooperation from 
co-ops is extremely important because it 
means we have their support, and it helps us 
actually take a student and make them better 
trained, which is beneficial because they 
could potentially be working for a co-op 
down the road.”

While many industries are struggling 
to find skilled workers to fill jobs, Randall 
says their program is going strong, and the 
training is just as in-demand as it was pre-
pandemic.

“Our waitlist has not gone down. It’s 
actually gotten longer,” he said. “It has 
not gone down since I got here in 2015.” 
The current wait to get into the program, 
according to Randall, is well over a year. 
And he says those who complete the 
program have no problem finding jobs.

Such was the case for Fortney, who 
worked briefly for an underground 
contractor after completing the program 
at Southwest Tech. Then, in July of 2018, 
he was hired on at Scenic Rivers Energy 
Cooperative, where he became a full-time 
apprentice the following November. 

“I love it,” Fortney said. “I didn’t for one 
second think that I would be in the position 
that I’m in right now—just eight days away 

from taking the journeyman’s test.” And he didn’t even have to leave 
the Wisconsin region where he grew up.

“This is my dream job, to work in the area where I was born and 
raised,” he said. “I feel very fortunate. I love it.”—Julie Lund

Loads of donated supplies are dropped off at Southwest Technical College in 
Fennimore for the training program.
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As we have mentioned numerous times, the 
possibility of winning the grant from the NTIA for 
our fiber project was “pie in the sky,” which usually 

means you have had a pie thrown at you. Now, although 
we have not received any official notice as required by the 
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), there have been 
awards announced for the grant program and unfortunately, 
we were not in the listed awards.  
 We have asked the NTIA’s broadband infrastructure 
group for clarification and have not received an answer. Per 
the NOFO, we were to have received a notice of award or a 
notice that we were not selected along with a debrief of our 
project so we could use the information to improve future 
applications. None of this has happened.  
 Of the $288 million available, $277 million was awarded 
per a news release from the NTIA. This leaves $11 million 
still to be accounted for. Those in the know believe that this 
money is being held in reserve for program administration 
(can you say $640 toilet seats?). This does not jibe with the 
NOFO, so who knows. Maybe our slim chance of winning 
has become a sliver and maybe we will still hear something. 
We had a good application by all accounts and intend to use 
it as the basis for additional applications. On the surface, 

some of the announced awards do not seem to fit the 
requirements of the grant. This is disappointing, but it will 
not stop us from moving forward as the economics of the 
project work.
 There is a whole lot of money that our great-
grandchildren are throwing around again in the upcoming 

programs associated with 
the infrastructure and jobs 
program, so we will be 
sure to be waiting with an 
application ready.
     Please keep in mind that 
we have already brought $2 
million in grant and partner 
funding to the project (and 
over $4.5 million overall 
including the submarine 

cable project), which dramatically offsets any debt that 
we will incur. With this funding and our match, we have 
plenty of work to do!
 Since we have not received official notice, we will 
keep a tiny sliver of hope that we could still potentially be 
funded, but we are moving forward as if we won’t.

NTIA ???????

…we will keep a 
tiny sliver of hope 
that we could 
still potentially be 
funded, but are 
moving forward as 
if we won’t.



Tom Nikolai and Zak Hirn evaluate the Washington Island 
School’s network.
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At the time of this 
writing, the school 
board still needs to 

vote to officially contribute 
the ARPA funding it has 
received to our fiber project. 
This discussion started 
when the announcement was 
made that the Washington 
Island School would receive 
$600,000 in ARPA funding 
for E-Rate or technology-
related projects. This later 
was reduced as part of the 
state budget process to 
$140,000. 
 Much like the Town of 
Washington’s funding, this 
ARPA funding could only 
be used for limited projects. 
You will remember that 
the Town of Washington 
partnered with us and 
contributed their $75,000 in 
funding to the project. Part 
of our grant applications have included 
the internal network requirements for 
town anchor institutions, which we have 
written about in the past. The school is 
one of these anchor institutions.
 Of the $140,000 in funding, 20% 
must be spent on “learning loss” due to 
the pandemic. Don’t ask me to explain 
exactly what that is, but after this is 
deducted, that left $112,000, which the 
technology committee recommended 
(and hopefully by the time you read this 
the board will have approved) be applied 
to the fiber project. This will offset the 
cost of the internal work needed in the 
school but will also leave a sizeable 
balance to apply to the project in general. 
It should provide enough to cover the 
drop costs for every year-round home 
with school-age and younger children, 
which is significant.
 Per regulation, this money needed 
to be allocated by April 2022, but can 

WASHINGTON ISLAND SCHOOL 
CONTRIBUTES TO FIBER PROJECT

be spent as late as 2024. It is our intent 
(the school and cooperative) to hold this 
money in reserve as a match for a future 
grant application and hopefully we can 
turn $112,000 into $224,000 or more. 
Regardless of grant status, the money 
will be applied to the project before 
regulations require that it be spent.
 The cooperative would like to thank 
the school for allocating this unplanned-
for money (which really could not be 
spent for general use) to a project that 
benefits the whole community as well 
as the children in it. As a former school 
board member, I would personally say 
that this is how true transparency is 
supposed to work. The school has been 
the beneficiary of the community’s 
support in the passage of referendum 
after referendum, and this is one way for 
at least part of that support to be returned 
and recognized.

When streaming 
content, use the 
smallest device that 
makes sense for the 
number of people 
watching. Avoid 
streaming on game 
consoles, which use 
10 times more power 
than streaming 
through a 
tablet or laptop.

Streaming 
content with 
electronic 
equipment that 
has earned the  
ENERGY STAR® 
rating will use 
25% to 30% 
less energy 
than standard 
equipment.

Source: Department 
of Energy



Rose’s car museum across the street 
from the cooperative. This will provide 
much-needed shop and warehouse space 
as well as storage for the equipment 
we have purchased associated with the 
successful grants. Related to this, we 
were notified that we were successful 
in our grant application with the Main 
Street Bounce Back program and 
although the award is only $10,000, 
every dollar counts.

Don and Mike practice with the cable lasher.
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You have probably seen your 
crew, along with Quantum 
personnel, on Green Bay Road 

and tributaries hanging messenger 
wire and strand, in preparation for 
lashing fiber. We hope to have some 
fiber hanging from this messenger by 
the time you read this. We have a few 
adjustments to make in order to maintain 
our 15' 6" road clearance and then we 
should begin to lash fiber. 
 This is a process, while similar to 
hanging primary electric wire, that 
we have never done before. We set 
up a practice strand in the shop in 
order to familiarize ourselves with 
the lashing tool, and with the help of 
some instruction from Mike Schmaling 
of Quantum, hopefully we will not 
struggle too much when it comes to 
the real thing. Both Don and Mike 
have attended a class put on by Mike 
Schmaling at Quantum in the use of our 
fusion splicing equipment, and while 
we are expecting Quantum personnel 
will be taking on the majority of the 
splicing while we hang line, we will be 
participating in this part of the project as 
well.
 Karcz Utility Services personnel were 
on the Island doing pole reinforcements 
earlier in March, and that work will be 

WORK CONTINUES ON FIBER PROJECT

ongoing, especially as the ground thaws 
and poles off the road become more 
accessible. We are doing this work as 
part of the “make ready” required by the 
fiber project, but the benefit is that the 
poles being reinforced likely would have 
had to be replaced in the near future 
regardless of the project.
 As you likely already know, the 
cooperative has purchased the property 
and building that once housed John 

Quantum personnel lead the WIEC crew through training on fiber splicing.



Robert Cornell, Manager
1157 Main Road, Washington Island, WI 54246

920-847-2541
info@wiecoop.com

Hours: Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
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It sometimes seems like the only 
thing we talk about in these center 

pages is the fiber project, and that is because it 
is a big project. However, as you are all aware, 

our primary mission is keeping your lights on, and your 
refrigerator running, and your television spewing.
 The cooperative has a number of new home services on 
the docket for the upcoming months. We continue regular 
trimming (which we continue to partner with the Town 
crew on). We have had a few small outages (a squirrel 
suicide, a failed transformer, and a tree on the lines). We 
have had numerous meter replacements to do as well as all 
the day-to-day maintenance and general duties.
 As noted in previous articles, we are far from immune 
from supply chain issues. Transformer lead times are 
terrible and prices are even worse. Surprisingly, new 
transformers are cheaper than rebuilt. Line material is 
equally difficult to come by, and simple items like guy 
wire splices are 13 weeks out. We are trying to stay on top 
of this as best we can.
 Everyone is suffering with the price of fuel, and our 
operation depends on it. And we are not just talking about 

the diesel fuel we keep on hand for the generators or the 
fuel we buy for our trucks. The fuel used to generate the 
wholesale electricity we buy is also not only constrained 
more than we have seen in history, but damned expensive. 
This is indicated to us by almost weekly economic 
interruptions that are largely due to the market cost of 
natural gas. There have been no weather events that 
account for the constraint and the one-hour and two-hour 
interruptions (that, by the way, are nearly impossible 
to react to in a way that makes economic sense to do 
anything except buy on the wholesale market). These 
conditions continually add to the bill we pay WE/WPS 
each month and quite honestly, there is not a lot of relief in 
sight in certainly the near term.
 Back to diesel fuel, we were lucky to purchase when 
the price was still reasonable and as such currently have 
roughly 20,000 gallons on hand to fuel our engines in 
an emergency. This equates to roughly 200 run hours, or 
something less than 10 days. Other than price, we don’t 
see an issue with availability, so, with a little luck, we can 
weather the cost increases. You will remember though, that 
we ran on engines for 12 days when the cable failed.

With a closing date of April 1, it 
should be safe to announce (if you 

haven’t already heard) that Quantum has 
purchased the “Brother’s Too” building 
from Mack and Jim Gunnlaugsson. This 
gives them a permanent location on 
the Island to work out of and, with the 
apartment in the back, a place to house 
crews. They have a long-term intent to 
open a store front here and do similar 
work to what they already do in Sturgeon 
Bay and Algoma. This will be a nice 
benefit to the Island and we have asked 
them to provide us with some details as 
to the services they expect to provide 
once they have done some necessary 

renovation. Look for it in a future issue 
of this magazine. Many of you have 
already utilized Quantum’s services 
in Sturgeon Bay and we would like to 
officially welcome them to the Island 
business community (even though we 
have been working together for close to 
a year now).
 They have also hired an additional 
new employee. Walker Rugeley 
(pictured at right), formerly of Texas 
(and yes, you can and should maximize 
the Walker Texas Ranger jokes), has 
moved to Wisconsin and will be another 
of the Quantum regulars on the Island as 
part of the project.

QUANTUM OFFICIALLY JOINS ISLAND BUSINESS COMMUNITY 

IN OTHER NEWS, WE CONTINUE TO KEEP 
THE LIGHTS ON
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YOUR SOURCE FOR POWER. AND INFORMATION.

Being there, every minute, or every day. As 
your hometown electric cooperative, it’s not 
just our way of doing business, it’s our way of 
life. And as a Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

member, that means value that goes far 
beyond the energy we provide, value you 

can’t really put a price on.

HAPPY TO HELP 
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All recipes and photos courtesy of USA Rice.
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3 cups cooked rice
1-3/4 cups Parmesan cheese, 

shredded, divided
Salt and ground pepper, to taste
Nonstick vegetable spray
1/2 cup prepared basil pesto sauce; 

divided
4 oz goat cheese, crumbled, divided
10 oz roasted red peppers, drained, 

patted dry, and chopped

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Spray 
a 7-inch diameter sou�  é dish or 
spring form pan with nonstick vege-
table spray. Combine rice, 1-1/2 cups 
Parmesan cheese, salt, and pepper 
in a medium bowl. Place half of rice 
mixture in the bottom of the prepared 
dish; pat down well. Spread half of the 
pesto evenly over rice and sprinkle 
with half of the goat cheese. Layer half 
of the red peppers over goat cheese. 
Repeat layers. Sprinkle remaining 1/4 
cup Parmesan cheese over top. Bake 
12–15 minutes in preheated oven. Cut 
into wedges to serve.

Layered Rice Pesto 
and Pepper Bake

All recipes and photos courtesy of USA Rice.

RICE IS 
NICE
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Tangy Lime Rice  
Pudding Squares

Shrimp and Rice Patties with 
Creamy Cilantro Sauce

Philly Cheesesteak Stuffed Peppers
A tasty (and rice-filled) twist on a classic dish!

Crust
2 cups crumbled gingersnaps 
1/3 cup butter, melted

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine 
gingersnap crumbs and melted butter in 
medium bowl; stir until blended. Press mix-

ture along bottom and sides of 13-x9-x2-inch baking dish. Bake for 10 minutes.

Combine rice, milk, and sweetened condensed milk in a 2-quart saucepan. Cook 
over medium heat until thick and creamy (approx. 20 to 25 minutes), stirring 
frequently. Remove from heat and stir in lime juice. Pour filling into prepared 
crust; chill. Spread whipped cream over pudding. Cut into bars and garnish with 
lime peel, if desired.

Combine rice, shrimp, green onions, pepper, and 1 teaspoon salt in food 
processor; pulse until texture is coarse. Shape into 12 patties*, approx. 3 
inches in diameter. Heat oil in large nonstick skillet over medium heat. 
Add 6 patties and cook 2 to 3 minutes on each side or until lightly golden; 
remove. Cook remaining patties, using additional oil, if needed. Serve with 
sauce and lime wedges, if desired.  
*Note: May be shaped into 24 (2-inch diameter patties) for appetizers.

Sauce
1 cup cilantro leaves, chopped
16 oz light sour cream
2 jalapeno peppers, seeded
1/2 tsp salt

Combine cilantro, sour cream, jala-
penos, and 1/2 teaspoon salt in food 
processor and puree until smooth. 
Spoon into bowl; refrigerate.

Patties
3 cups cooked medium or long grain rice
1 lb medium shrimp, peeled and deveined
1 cup green onions, chopped
1/2 tsp ground black pepper

RECIPES

5 green bell peppers
1/2 Tbsp olive oil
1 small yellow onion, minced
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/4 cup beef broth
1 cup mushrooms, chopped
1 lb deli-style shaved roast beef, chopped
2 Tbsp Worcestershire sauce
2 Tbsp cream cheese
6 slices American cheese, divided
1/2 tsp black pepper
1-1/2 cups cooked brown rice
Kosher salt, to taste
7 slices provolone cheese, divided

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Gently slice the tops 
off each bell pepper and remove the membrane 
and seeds. Place peppers into an oven-safe baking 
dish or sheet pan. Roast in preheated oven for 10 
minutes before stuffing.
While peppers are roasting, prepare the filling. 
Add olive oil, onions, garlic, and beef broth to a 
large skillet over medium heat. Cook for 3–5  
minutes or until onions are translucent. Stir in 
mushrooms, chopped roast beef, Worcestershire 
sauce, cream cheese, 4 American cheese slices, 
and black pepper. Stir until cheese is melted 
and combined. Stir in cooked brown rice. Add 
additional broth if mixture seems dry. Taste for 
seasoning and adjust salt and pepper if desired. 
Stuff a piece of provolone cheese into the bottom 
of each green pepper. Chop the remaining 2 slices 
of American cheese and 2 slices of Provolone 
cheese into small squares and set aside. Fill each 
pepper with rice and beef mixture. Bake for 10 
minutes. Remove from oven and top each pepper 
with chopped American and Provolone chees-
es. Return to oven for about 5 minutes, or until 
cheese is melted. Serve immediately.

21wecnmagazine.com                     April 2022 

Filling
3 cups cooked medium grain rice
2 cups milk
1 (14 oz) can sweetened condensed milk

1/2 cup fresh lime juice
1 cup whipping cream, whipped
Lime peel (optional)

1 tsp salt
2 Tbsp olive oil
Lime wedges, for garnish
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READER RECIPES Submit your favorite recipes to be featured on our reader  
recipe page. Email to jennifer@weca.coop or submit directly 

at http://wecnmagazine.com/submit-a-recipe/. Due to  
food safety issues, we cannot accept canning recipes.

Lasagna
ROMAYNE LINDSTROM, IOLA

1 lb ground Italian sausage, pork, or beef
1 clove garlic, minced
1 Tbsp dried parsley
1 Tbsp dried basil
1-1/2 tsp salt
1 (16 oz) can tomato sauce
2 (6 oz) cans tomato paste
2 (12 oz) cartons lasagna noodles
3 cups cottage cheese
2 eggs, beaten
2 tsp salt
1/2 tsp pepper
2 Tbsp chopped fresh parsley
1/2 cup grated parmesan cheese
1 lb mozzarella cheese, thinly sliced

Brown ground meat of choice, spoon off fat, and add the next 
six ingredients to the meat. Simmer uncovered until thickened 
(approx. 45–60 minutes), stirring occasionally. Cook noodles in 
boiling water until tender. In a bowl, combine cottage cheese 
with eggs, salt, pepper, parsley, and parmesan cheese. Place 4 
noodles in the bottom of a 9-x13-inch casserole pan, layering 
with cottage cheese mixture, half of the meat, and half of the 
mozzarella. Repeat layers. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes.  
Let stand for 10–15 minutes before serving. 

Chicken Lasagna
DOROTHY SHIRK, THORP

1 (10.5 oz) can cream of mushroom soup
1 (10.5 oz) can cream of chicken soup

1 medium onion, chopped
1/2 cup sour cream

1/4 tsp garlic salt
4 cups cooked chicken

6 lasagna noodles, cooked
1/2 cup grated parmesan cheese

1 cup mozzarella cheese, shredded

Mix cream of mushroom and cream of chicken soups, onion, 
sour cream, and garlic salt. Spread a third of the mixture in 

the bottom of a 9-x13-inch baking dish, layer one third of 
the chicken, and top with 3 noodles and half of the cheese. 

Repeat layers. Bake at 375 degrees for 45 minutes.

Carrot Cake
ANNIE GRAVES, TIGERTON

Cake 
4 large eggs, room temperature
3/4 cup vegetable or canola oil

1/2 cup granulated sugar
1-1/2 cups light brown sugar

1/2 cup unsweetened applesauce
1 tsp vanilla
1/2 tsp salt

1-1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp ground ginger

1/4 tsp ground nutmeg
1 tsp baking soda

2 tsp baking powder
2 cups all-purpose flour

3 cups grated carrots, lightly packed

Whisk together first 12 cake ingredients, then mix in flour and 
grated carrots. Prepare two 9-inch-round cake pans and line the 
bottoms with parchment paper. Pour batter into pans and bake 
in 350 degree oven for 30–35 minutes. Place wire rack on top of 

pan and flip to release cakes from pans. Leave on rack to cool 
completely. Remove parchment paper.

Frosting 
2 (8 oz) pkgs cream cheese, softened

1 cup butter, softened
4 cups powdered sugar

2 tsp vanilla

Beat cream cheese and butter until smooth. Add powdered sugar 
and vanilla, continue mixing until smooth. Frost layers as you 

would a layer cake: center, sides, then top. Store in refrigerator.
Lemony Spinach Florentine
BARB MARTIN, GREEN BAY
This is a very delicious and favorite recipe in our family.

2 (10 oz) pkgs frozen, chopped spinach, cooked  
and well-drained

1 (12 oz) box spiral-shaped pasta, cooked (approx.  
3 cups cooked)

1-1/2 cups shredded cheddar cheese
1 (10.5 oz) can cream of mushroom soup
1 (4 or 8 oz) can mushrooms
3 eggs, lightly beaten
1/3 cup onion, finely chopped
2–3 Tbsp lemon juice
1/2 tsp celery salt
1/4 tsp ground pepper

Combine all ingredients in a large bowl; mix well.  
Pour into a shallow 1-1/2-quart baking dish and bake  
at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. Top with additional 
cheese to taste.
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REQUESTS FROM OUR READERS
Favorite recipes using ramps.

SEND TO: WECN, Reader Recipes,  
222 West Washington Ave., Suite 680,

Madison, WI 53703-2719  
or jennifer@weca.coop.
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SPRING CLEAN FOR HOME SAFETY
As you scrub away the last of winter’s dust and grime, 
take a moment to wipe away safety hazards as well!

Deep Clean Your Dryer 
Even if you clean the lint trap after every load of 

wash, your dryer is still accumulating flammable lint 
particles in other areas. Move the dryer away from 
the wall and wipe down every surface. Thoroughly 

clean the lint trap inlet and vent pipe with a 
vacuum hose attachment or long, flexible brush.

Freshen Up Your Furnace 
After a long winter you might not want to 
think much about your furnace, but before you 
transition fully into air-conditioning season take 
a moment to vacuum up any dust and debris that 
might have built up around the unit. Also, keep 
the unit clear of any combustible items like paper, 
paint, or fuel. If you didn’t get your furnace tuned 
up last year, don’t skip it this year—a professional 
inspection is your best defense against heat 
exchanger cracks that can release carbon 
monoxide into your home.

Declutter Your Cords
As you clean each room, watch for placement 

of power cords and extension cords. Make 
sure they’re not hidden under rugs where they 

could overheat, or placed where they could 
create tripping hazards. Inspect all cords and 
replace any that are cracked, frayed, or show 

other signs of wear in the insulation. Store 
extra cords neatly; tangled piles of cords 

are susceptible to damage that can 
make them unsafe to use.

Audit Your Emergency Kit
Winter storms might be over for a 
while, but spring and summer bring 
weather issues of their own. Make 
sure your emergency kit is ready by 
checking items like batteries and 
canned goods. Replace anything 
that has expired.

Inspect your 
Fire Extinguisher

As you work through your home’s closets 
and tucked-away corners, check to make 

sure your portable fire extinguisher is 
stored in an accessible, visible location. 
Give it a visual inspection to make sure 
it’s full and the pressure gauge is in the 
operable range or position. If you don’t 

have a fire extinguisher in your home, it’s 
time to get one. 

Sources: SafeElectricity, 
National Fire Protection 

Organization

Maintain Your 
Emergency Detectors
Dust off your smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors with a dry cloth 
and check them with the test button. 
Replace the batteries if they’re more 
than six months old, and replace 
the entire unit if it’s past its printed 
expiration date.
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GLOBE TROT

Czech Republic/Slovakia via Phillips  The 
northern city of Phillips, where Price Electric Cooperative 
is headquartered, was founded in 1878 by Czech 
immigrants who resettled here after the once-thriving 
lumber industry in this area had cleared much of the land, 
making it suitable for farming. The farming lifestyle more 
closely resembled what the Czech immigrants had left in 
Eastern Europe, and they created an active community in 
their new home with a fraternal organization where they 
practiced and preserved their ethnic heritage.

Those ties to the homeland are still evident today. 
Perhaps the most visible of them is a monument to 
Lidice, a small village near Prague that was completely 
eradicated by the Nazis in June 1942 in retaliation for the 
assassination of Reinhard Heydrich, appointed as Reich 
protector of the former state of Czechoslovakia after the 
Nazis overtook the area during World War II.

Information—or rather, misinformation—that the 
small village somehow played a role in harboring the 
assassins made its way to Hitler, who was determined 
to make an example of Lidice for any other groups that 
resisted Nazi rule. The men of Lidice were all killed and 
the women sent to concentration camps, as were any 
children deemed unsuitable for “Germanization.” The 
village was bulldozed and burned to the ground.

As it was meant to terrorize, the atrocity was widely 
publicized by the Nazis. The images were horrifying, and 
for the tight-knit Czech/Slovak/Moravian community in 
Phillips, also deeply personal. 

“There were a lot of people that lived here who 
had family in Lidice,” said Jody Kadlecek, a member 
of Price Electric Cooperative and chair of this year’s 
Czech-Slovak Festival. Phillips’ Czech community built 
a memorial to remember the people of Lidice and serve 

This month we continue our journey around the world within Wisconsin, where many rural 
communities reflect the ethnic traditions and customs practiced by the immigrants who settled 
here starting in the mid-1800s. These communities celebrate their heritage with pride, creating 
opportunities for visitors to explore and experience different cultures without ever leaving the 
state. In the March issue we took a look at Sweden via Stockholm, Norway via Iola, and Germany via 
Chippewa Falls. This month, we invite you to explore three more unique stops in Wisconsin that take 
you to faraway places.

1. The Lidice Monument in Sokol Park, Phillips, stands in memory of the people of Lidice, a village that was destroyed by 
the Nazis in 1942. The three rods at the left represent the Czech, Moravian, and Slovak peoples who lived in the former 
Czechoslovakia; the granite pillar represents the United Nations, into which the three rods are leaning for support; the evergreen 
swath symbolizes everlasting life for the Lidice victims; and the round stone symbolizes hope that Lidice would rise again. Photo 
courtesy of the Czech-Slovak Festival.   2. The Wisconsin State Czech-Slovak Queen Pageant is held in conjunction with Phillips’ Czech-
Slovak Festival. In front are the “little sisters,” who get to shadow a pageant candidate. Photo courtesy of the Czech-Slovak Festival    
3. Participants in the Miss Czech-Slovak Pageant wear the traditional kroj folk dresses. Photo courtesy of the Czech-Slovak Festival

This is the second in a two-part series about Wisconsin communities with 
strong ethnic ties.
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Wisconsin State Czech Slovak Queen 
Pageant, which draws young women 
of Czech/Slovak lineage from all 
over the state. The winner serves as 
an ambassador of the Czech/Slovak 
culture, traveling throughout the state 
and sharing her heritage before going 
on to compete at the national pageant in 
Nebraska the following summer. 

Another major competition held 
in conjunction with this festival is the 
State Kolache Baking Contest, open to 
anyone in Wisconsin who wants to test 
their skills at creating the traditional 
Czech pastry. Not a baker? Not a 
problem—to enter the Kolachy Eating 
Contest, all you need is an appetite. 

The Lidice Memorial is located at 
Sokol Park, 140 Fifi eld St., Phillips, 
WI 54555. The Czech-Slovak Festival 
will be held June 17–18 at Elk Lake 
Park, 585 County Rd W H, Phillips, WI 
54555. To learn more, visit 
www.czech-slovak-festival.com.

Norway via Westby  In the 
Driftless Area of southwest Wisconsin, 
Westby, home to Vernon Electric 
Cooperative’s headquarters, refl ects the 
Norwegian culture established by the 
immigrants who settled this community 
in 1848. Many of these immigrants 
came from the Biri and Gausdal parts of 
Norway, drawn to the familiar-looking 
hilly terrain.

“It reminded them a lot of the areas 

they came from back in Norway,” said 
Blaine Hedberg, president of the Westby 
Area Historical Society. “I’ve been to 
Norway 15 or 16 times myself, and it’s 
amazing—some of those areas look just 
like Vernon County.”

Hedberg has extensively researched 
and written about the history and 
heritage of Westby, which got its name 
from Tosten Olsen Westby and his 
son, Ole. Tosten was one of the Biri 
immigrants who arrived in 1849, buying 
40 acres of land on what is known as 
Coon Prairie. Later, Ole put up a frame 
building used as a store and hotel, and it 
came to be known as the Westby Stop.      

The Westby Stop eventually became 
Westby, which retains a distinctive 
Norwegian identity today. Norwegian 
fl ags frequently fl y alongside American 
fl ags, and many shops and houses are 
adorned with Vikings, the gnome-like 
goblins of Scandinavian folklore known 
as Nisse, and Velkommen signs painted 
with the swirly fl ourishes of traditional 
rosemaling.  

Many of the shops and restaurants 
themselves are immersions into 
Scandinavian culture, most notably 
Dregne’s Scandinavian Gifts. This 
longstanding business attracts visitors 
from all over the Midwest, who come 
to browse the authentic Scandinavian 
gift items including clogs, collectibles, 
Christmas gnomes, and even candy.

Another can’t-miss stop with 
Norwegian fl air is Borgen’s Cafe, which 

as a symbol of freedom. The monument 
was completed and dedicated in 1944; a 
rededication in 1984 led to the creation 
of the Czechoslovakian Community 
Festival, which evolved into the Czech-
Slovak Festival that is celebrated every 
year in Phillips. 

“Part of the festival’s mission is to 
not forget about the past and to try to 
preserve it for those that come after us,” 
Kadlecek said. 

The memorial still plays a key role in 
the annual Czech-Slovak Festival, held 
the third full weekend in June each year, 
as the festivities are preceded by a Lidice 
Memorial Service on the Friday evening 
of the festival. This year’s service will 
take on special meaning as 2022 marks 
the 80th anniversary of the Lidice mas-
sacre and destruction. Special guest will 
be the Czech consulate general from the 
Czech Consulate in Chicago.

While the monument is the 
foundation of the festival, not all is 
somber with this annual celebration. 
Held this year June 17–18, the Czech-
Slovak Festival is a fun-fi lled weekend 
that incorporates many elements of 
Czech culture, including traditional 
food like Czech brats and sauerkraut, 
music by the Czech Slovak Community 
Singers, and displays of kroj, the 
traditional Slovak folk costumes worn 
by both men and women. There are also 
historical displays as well as information 
about genealogy and historical research. 

The festival is also site of the 
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1. Norwegian immigrants brought their skiing heritage to Westby and established what came to be known as the Snow� ake Ski Club. 
The club has hosted a ski-jumping tournament every year since 1923. Photo courtesy of the Snow� ake Ski Club    2. Syttende Mai celebrations 
include demonstrations of rosemaling, the decorative Norwegian folk painting of Norway. Photo courtesy of the Westby Area Historical Society    
3. Westby residents have been celebrating Syttende Mai since the community was founded. This image is from the 2000 Syttende Mai 
parade. Photo courtesy of the Westby Area Historical Society
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serves up traditional meatballs and lefse meals and is known 
for its wide selection of homemade pies. Visitors might even 
find themselves sitting within earshot of a table of regulars 
chatting in Norwegian, as Hedberg did on a recent visit.

“We have generations of people in this community 
that go way back,” he said. “The interrelationships in the 
community are incredible. It’s the most amazing community 
I’ve ever researched.”

Norway is also reflected in Westby’s signature events. 
The Norwegian immigrants brought their skiing traditions 
with them, forming the all-volunteer Westby Ski Club in 
1922 and holding their first ski-jumping tournament a year 
later. Now known as the Snowflake Ski Club, the club is 
still operated by all volunteers, and it hosts a ski tournament 
every February that attracts some of the best ski jumpers in 
the world. Many Olympic and world-class ski jumpers have 
competed at the Snowflake Ski Jumping Contest.

Another big event on the Westby calendar is Syttende 
Mai, Norwegian Constitution Day. This celebration marks 
the signing of the Constitution of Norway on May 17, 1914, 
and it had been observed with fanfare in Westby on and 
off since the community was founded. Syttende Mai was 
relaunched as an annual celebration in 1969. Planned this 
year for May 14–15, the celebration features traditional food 
like the rich Norwegian pudding known as rommegrot, and 
an arts and crafts fair featuring lots of rosemaling and wood 
carving, educational offerings, and the crowning of the 
Syttende Mai princess. 

Syttende Mai is also typically a busy time for the Westby 
Area Historical Society, located in the historic Thoreson 
House. Open on Saturdays from Memorial Day through 
Labor Day and by appointment at other times, the museum 
has exhibits on, among other topics, the area’s ski jumping 
heritage and Syttende Mai celebrations through the years, as 
well as displays of Norwegian immigrant artifacts.

“One of the big things we’ve done in the last couple 
of years is put together a genealogy research room, with 

family history, church records, school attendance records, 
so if someone’s researching their family we can help them,” 
Hedberg said. “Last Syttende Mai we had a constant stream 
of people coming into the museum, saying ‘My family’s 
Norwegian and I don’t know anything about them,’ and we 
could help most of them.”

For more about Westby and its events, visit cityofwestby.org. 
To learn more about the Westby Historical Society’s 
offerings, visit westbywihistory.com. The Thoreson House 
Museum is located at 111 N. Bekkedal Ave., Westby; call 
608-634-4478 to arrange a visit.

Cornwall via Mineral Point  Also in 
southwest Wisconsin, at the edge of Scenic Rivers Energy 
Cooperative’s territory, is Mineral Point, named for the 
“mineral” that was once plentiful in the hills around this 
area. That “mineral” was lead ore, and it had long been 
mined by Native Americans. By the mid 1820s, lead was 
widely used in the manufacture of paint and ammunition for 
the growing U.S military. This abundant, easily extracted 
mineral attracted thousands of settlers who hoped to cash in 
on the demand and make a living as miners. 

Lead mining—and later, zinc mining—eventually gave 
way to agriculture as the dominant industry in southwest 
Wisconsin. However, the culture of the immigrants who 
mined the minerals is very much still evident in the Mineral 
Point community. 

“As mining developed in this area, it just happened to 
coincide with a period in Cornwall, which is a part of Britain, 
when mining was declining and the mines were closing,” said 
Glen Ridnaur, president of the Cornish Society of Mineral 
Point. “They were primarily mining copper, and the copper 
was running out, so people were leaving Cornwall just as 
they were leaving Ireland because of starvation and politics 
and the potato famine. They began coming to Mineral Point 
largely because they had heard that mining was available.”

1. The Pendarvis House in Mineral Point is the centerpiece of the Wisconsin Historical Society’s Pendarvis complex, a museum of 
Wisconsin’s early lead mining history. The site is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.    2. With its historic significance 
and unique culture, Mineral Point is a haven for artists. Many of the community’s stone buildings house galleries and studios, and 
the historic downtown has specialty shops and longstanding restaurants like the Red Rooster Café, which serves up the traditional 
Cornish meat pies known as pasties. Across the street is the fully restored Mineral Point Opera House, which hosts a mix of cultural, 
musical, visual/film, and community events year-round.    3. Mineral Point’s historic downtown is filled with beautiful stone buildings 
constructed by Cornish stonemasons.
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the Shake Rag Alley Center for the Arts, 
a nationally known non-profi t school 
of arts and crafts founded in 2004. 
This 2.5-acre campus hosts workshops, 
retreats, and events year-round.

Mineral Point has walking and 
driving tours available that make it easy 
to explore the city’s unique history and 
Cornish infl uence at any time of year. 
For an even greater immersion into 
Mineral Point’s Cornish culture, plan a 
visit for the third weekend in September 
for the annual Cornish Festival, which 
is operated by the Cornish Society. 

The Cornish Festival is a family-
friendly event fi lled with activities that 
teach and explore the area’s Cornish 
heritage, including a pop-up museum 
with historical displays, a pasty dinner, 
children’s activities at Cornish Heritage 
Park, and often a Cornish musical 
performance at the restored Mineral 
Point Opera House downtown. Ridnaur 
said special programs are frequently 
held at Pendarvis and Shake Rag Alley 

for the Arts in conjunction with the 
festival, and the Chamber of Commerce 
hosts a Taste of Mineral Point event that 
includes some traditional Cornish treats 
like pasties and the rich dessert pastries 
known as fi ggyhobbins.

One way or another, a visit to one of 
these unique communities will fi ll you 
with appreciation for the ethnic traditions 
that shaped them.—Mary Erickson

For more information on Mineral Point, 
including maps for driving tours and 
walking tours, visit mineralpoint.com 
or call 608-987-3201. Pendarvis is 
located at 114 Shake Rag St., Mineral 
Point, WI and is open for tours Fridays 
and Saturdays from June 2–October 23. 
Visit pendarvishistoricsite.org or call 
608-987-2122 for more information. The 
Cornish Society is planning a return to a 
full, in-person festival September 23–25, 
pending any further public health con-
cerns. For updates, watch the wesbite 
mineralpointcornishfestival.com.

The Cornish immigrants’ mining ex-
pertise lent itself to other skills that were 
put to good use in the community. 

“In Cornwall, most of the architecture 
is built out of granite because that was 
the stone that was available,” Ridnaur 
said. “When the miners came here the 
stone was limestone and standstone, 
which to them was like cutting through 
butter. Many of the miners were also 
stonemasons, so we have a wonderful 
collection of stone buildings in Mineral 
Point, most of which were built by 
Cornish stonemasons.”

In addition to the beautiful stone 
buildings in Mineral Point’s historic 
downtown, miners built the smaller 
stone cottages scattered along Shake 
Rag Street, the original settlement of 
Mineral Point. The popular story behind 
the street’s unusual name is that it was 
inspired by the miners’ wives who would 
shake rags from their doorways to signal 
to the men mining the hillside across the 
way that it was dinnertime. 

However, Ridnaur, who has done 
extensive research into Cornish history, 
says that story is likely grounded more 
in marketing appeal than historical 
accuracy, especially considering the 
miners worked underground. The likelier 
explanation, he said, is that Shake Rag 
Street has a broader, historical British 
connection, stemming from “shag 
rugs”—rugs made from rags and then 
used as beds in the poorer parts of town. 

“Essentially, Shake Rag is it applies 
to a geographical area refers to what 
someone once said back in the 1700s, 
‘the unkempt edges of a community’,” 
Ridnaur said. “What it boils down to is 
it’s sort of the rough, primitive part of 
town where people are getting by living 
in shacks and sleeping on rags.”

Many of the original stone buildings 
along historic Shake Rag Street have 
been restored, preserved, and repurposed. 
Among them is the cluster of buildings 
that form the State Historical Society’s 
Pendarvis House complex, a living 
history museum site that’s listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.

Farther down the street, a series of 
nine buildings has been transformed into 

Corporate Office, Weekday Factory Tours & Model Homes: 
Prairie du Chien, WI 53821   1-608-326-6041

Edgerton, WI   1-608-884-6263   ~   Plover, WI   1-715-344-1637
Fond du Lac, WI   1-902-923-4380   ~   Chippewa Falls, WI   1-715-726-9619

Energy Efficient For A  Lifetime Of Savings! 
See Our Large Model Home 

Displays Open Everyday! 

Call For A Free Brochure 

1-800-627-9443

Visit our website at: 

DesignHomes.comAsk About Our Stock & Display 
Homes Available Immediately 

And Specially Discounted! 

2x6 Sidewalls, R-55 Ceilings,
20-year Pella Windows,

Lifetime Roofs, Kohler Plumbing, 
Tax, & Crane Work included

Great New Floor Plans! 
Highest Energy Values Available 
Free Quotes Anytime! 
Low Pressure & Helpful Salespeople! 

1,248 Sq. Ft.

Our New 
“Classic-Series”
3-BR Starting At 

$105,000!

Price Locked for the Entire Build
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WANTED: Paying cash for WWII German, 
Japanese flags, daggers, swords, guns, etc. 
Also, lever-action rifles. 715-340-1974.

WANTED: DEER TAGS, back tags. Trapping, 
bear, hunting licenses. Otter, bobcat, fisher 
tags. Old traps. David Schober, W4234 Rock 
Creek Rd., Loyal, WI 54446. 715-255-9284. 

CHAINSAWS WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE. 
Buying 1 or 100 McCulloch, Pioneer, Jon-
sereds, Echo, STIHL, Homelite, Remington, 
Mall. Buying all brands and sizes. Non-run-
ning, running, seized, parts. Let me know 
what you have—will travel. Call Chainsaw 
Mike at 715-828-9414.

WANTED: VINTAGE ALUMINUM CHRIST-
MAS TREES. Any size any color- buying for 
collection. Cash paid, will pick up. Please 
call 715-254-4651 or email upnboonies@
yahoo.com.

WANTED CASE 580SM LOADER/BACK-
HOE: Must have enclosed cab, 4x4, extenda-
hoe, pilot or 4 stick control, ride control, 
under 4,000 hours, in good condition. Call 
414-491-3950 or email hi0302@aol.com.

AKC REGISTERED ENGLISH SPRINGER 
SPANIEL PUPPIES FOR SALE. Call or text 
for more information 715-579-2547 / 54745

CHIPPEWA VALLEY GEM & MINERAL SO-
CIETY 58TH ANNUAL SHOW & SALE. April 
23 and 24, 2022. Saturday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m., 
Sunday, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Eau Claire County 
Expo Center, 5530 Lorch Ave, Eau Claire, WI. 
Free admission, great shopping for jewelry, 
mineral specimens, crystals, fossils, rock art. 
Demonstrations, silent auction, and kids’ 
activities.

M C K A Y  N U R S E R Y  C O M P A N Y  
W I S C O N S I N  G R O W N  S I N C E  1 8 97  
Provider of quality shade & ornamental 
trees, fruit & flowering trees, evergreens, 
shrubs, perennials, ground cover, and vines. 
Design services & delivery available. Contact 
Eric at ezlandscapewi@gmail.com or call 
608-462-3197. “Your McKay Independent 
Sales & Service Provider.”

HARDWOOD AND CONIFER SEEDLINGS 
AND TRANSPLANTS. Thousands available, 
Oaks, Maples, Poplar, Hickory, Milkweed, 
Brown Eyed Susan Dogwoods, Ninebark, 
Cranberry, Balsam Fir, Fraser Fir, Spruce, 
Pine, Cedar, Food plot and grafted apple 
trees too, large bareroot shade trees includ-
ing Autumn Blaze. Check us out on the web 
at www.paintcreeknursery.com, Facebook, 
and YouTube also. Paint Creek Nursery,  
Cadott, WI 715-723-2072.

VACATION RENTAL. Cape Coral, FL Beau-
tiful 3 bedroom home on gulf access canal. 
10,000 lb boat lift. Weekly rental or more. 
Call Al. 608-295-7433.
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Do you 
have…
4 A special recipe?
4 A beautiful photo?
4 A fun event planned 

in your community?

Please share with us!
Go to wecnmagazine.com

to upload recipes, photos, and 
community events. Your submissions 
may appear in the magazine and/or 

on our Facebook page. 

CALL 811
BEFORE YOU DIG
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1  Fish Fry—Fall Creek. St. Raymond’s, 
4–7 p.m. Dine-in or carry out. Two-piece 
dinner is $11; includes deep-fried or 
baked cod, au gratin potatoes, French 
fries, green beans, baked beans, cole-
slaw, dessert. 715-877-3400 

1  Fish Fry—Jim Falls. Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Parish, 4:30–6:30 p.m. Potato 
soup, 3 pieces of deep-fried fi sh, baked 
potato, beans, coleslaw, dinner roll, 
and pudding. $12. Carryout only with 
drive-thru service.

1, 8  Fish Fry—Rosholt. St. Adalbert Parish, 
4–7:30 p.m. Fish, shrimp, or combo. 
Raffl es. 715-592-4416.

2  Maple Festival—Poynette. MacKenzie 
Center, 8 a.m.–2 p.m. Past and present 
maple sugaring practices. Live music, 
horse-drawn wagon rides, interpretative 
displays, scavenger hunt, ice cream, and 
more! Rain or shine. 608-635-8105.

2  Spring Art and Craft Sale—Chippewa Falls. 
Senior High School, 9 a.m.–3 p.m. Ad-
mission $1. Concessions and raffl es on-
site. Food drive to help our local families 
in need. 715-382-3453.

2  5 Star Telecom Event—LaCrosse. Fox Hol-
low Banquet Hall, 5:30–10 p.m. Food, 
amazing prizes, and the chance to win 
up to $1,000 cash at our ACS fundraiser. 
Tickets are $50 per person and includes 
catered meal and beverages. Make 
checks payable to The American Cancer 
Society. 608-519-3584.

10  Chicken Que & Bake Sale—Chaseburg. 
Tippy Toe Inn, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. Continues 
until all chicken is gone. Homemade 
pastries and baked goods will also be 
available.

10  Pancake Supper—Medford. Senior High 
School, 4–7 p.m. All you can eat potato, 
regular, and blueberry pancakes, sausage, 
cheese, applesauce, juice, milk, coffee, 
and desserts. Adults $8, ages 6–11 $5, 
and age 5 and under are free.

10  FFA Pancake Breakfast & Silent Auction—
Chippewa Falls. Columbus Associa-
tion Hall, 9 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Adults $8, 
children 5–12 $4, and under 5 eat free. 
Pancakes, eggs, sausage, sweet rolls. All 
you can eat. 715-568-1672.

15  Good Friday Fish Fry—Durand. St. Mary’s 
Assumption Catholic Church, 4:30–6:30 
p.m. Three-piece batter fried or baked 
fi sh dinner $12.

16  Bloomin’ Greenhouse Tour—Clark county 
area. All-day, April–October. This 
self-guided tour directs visitors to Clark 
County’s many greenhouses and garden 
centers. Annuals, perennials, vegetables, 
herbs, grasses, trees, shrubs, hostas, 
daylilies, mums, fairy garden supplies, 
pumpkins, corn mazes, garden art, home 
décor, and so much more! For a brochure 
call 715-255-9100.

22  Rummage Sale—Willard. Holy Family 
Church, 8 a.m.–1 p.m.

22  Bingo—Cadott. Rick’s Halfway Hall, 
7–9 p.m. Great prizes—hams, turkeys, 
gift cards, and cash. For more info, call 
715-313-0461.

23  Spring Craft and Vendor Fair—Eau Claire. 
Chapel Heights United Methodist 
Church, 9 a.m.–2 p.m. Featuring local 
artists/crafters and vendors. All-church 
bake sale also. Lunch will be served.

23  Brat, Burger, Bake, and Rummage Sale—
Willard. Holy Family Church, 
9:30 a.m.–5 p.m.

23  Carve-In 6 at the Bekkum—Westby. 
Bekkum Memorial Library basement, 10 
a.m.–4 p.m. Award-winning woodcarvers 
demonstrate, sell, and share their art. 
Free admission. Multiple prize drawings 
for carvers and the public as well. 

23, 24  Quilt Show—Medford. Simek 
Recreation Center, Sat., 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
and Sun., 10 a.m.–3 p.m. The featured 
category for 2022 is paper piecing. 

23  Spring Thaw Celebration—Galesville. 
Old Main Historical and Community 
Arts Center, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Join us 
for speakers and vendors celebrating 
spring. We will have speakers regarding 
native plants, beekeeping, hydroponics, 
herbalist, and mycology, among others. 
There will also be vendors selling their 
homemade goods.

23, 24  Spring into the Arts Tour—Clark county 
area. Sat., 9 a.m.–5 p.m. and Sun., 10 
a.m.–3 p.m. Enjoy a weekend driving 
along the scenic roads of Clark Coun-
ty meeting artists in their studios and 
gathering spots to view and purchase 
their creations. The tour features 37 of 
the fi nest painters, potters, woodworkers, 
metal workers, jewelers, weavers, basket 
makers, glass workers, mixed media, and 
much more. For a brochure call 
715-255-9100.

26  Vernon County Senior Fair—Viroqua. Ver-
non Memorial Expo Building, 10 a.m.–3 
p.m. Large variety of exhibitors, bingo, 
health & wellness screenings, and com-
plimentary snacks. Also included will 
be seminars on fi nances, health, senior 
resources, and insurance. Concessions, 
food truck, drawings, and giveaways. 
608-637-5201.

28  Smelt Feed—Chippewa Falls. Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 4–7 p.m. $12 at the 
door includes meal with drinks and 
chances to win cash.

WISCONSIN EVENTS April 2022

Wisconsin Events is a public service for 
our readers. Due to space limits, we 
may need to eliminate details, so be 
sure to include a phone number (with 
area code) where callers may obtain 
more info. If we receive more listings 
than space allows us to print, we 
reserve the right to select those we be-
lieve will be of interest to the greatest 
number of readers. Please no virtual 
events. Events can also be mailed to: 
WECN, Events, 222 W. Washington Ave. 
Ste. 680, Madison WI 53703-2719 
Upload events to 
wecnmagazine.com

Upload events directly  
to the wecnmagazine.com 
through the “Events” tab.

WECNMAGAZINE.COM
Upload your event

30_0004 2022.indd   130_0004 2022.indd   1 3/14/22   11:41 AM3/14/22   11:41 AM



Kids and Critters  April 2022

1. Daniel helps mom feed calves. 
Photo submitted by Danielle Kmieciak, 
a member of Eau Claire Energy.  

2. Brooklynn and two of her kittens enjoy the fall 
leaves. Photo submitted by Mark Forseth, a member 
of Central Wisconsin Electric.     

3. Paige holds her dog Paisley (or is the dog holding 
her?). Photo submitted by Grandma Judy Ferguson, 
a member of Dunn Energy.      

4. Deloris the chicken runs towards Trace, knowing he 
brings dinner. Photo submitted by Shelby Scott, a 
member of Oakdale Electric.         

Send photos of kids with animals, along with a brief description, to WECN Magazine, 
222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680, Madison, WI 53703. 
Please include the name of your electric co-op. Photos will be returned. If in good-
resolution, electronic format, photos may also be uploaded via wecnmagazine.com 
through the “Submit a photo” tab. By submitting, sender implies that he/she has rights 
to and owns the image, and grants WECN permission to use the image. By submitting, 
the parent or legal guardian also authorizes us the right to publish the image. 

Upload photos directly to 
the new wecnmagazine.com 

through the “Submit a photo” tab.

YOUNG MEMBERS

31wecnmagazine.com                     April 2022 

1 2 3

4

Don’t buy cheaply made, off-brand charging cubes and cables. 
They can be potential fire hazards, or damage the device.

Discard charger blocks and cords that are worn or 
damaged, or are hot when charging.

Only charge devices on a hard, noncombustible 
service to allow for adequate ventilation.

TAKE CHARGE OF SAFETY WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR PHONE

Source: Safeelectricity.org

TAKE CHARGE OF SAFETY WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR PHONE

Source: Safeelectricity.org
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